Paperback copies of the Worldwaltch institute’s State
of the World 1988 are avallable for $9.95 from the
institute. 1776 Massachusetts Ave.. N.W.. Washington,
DC 20036, This is the fifth ir a senes of "annual physical
examinations.” checking the earth’s vital signs.

“The readings are not reassuring,” writes insttute
Presigent Lester Brown. “The earth's forests are shrink-
ng. its deseris expanding, and its soils eroding - all at
record rates. The ozong layer that protects e from
damaging ultraviolet ragiation 1s threatened with deple-
tion, and the temperature of the earth appears to be
rising.” Gavernment policymaxers. corporate planners.
professors. and economists are using these reports “to
track the environmental changes that are shaping global
sconomic trenas.”
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