mab notes




Encouraging wards for the international MAB program
came from bicchemist Federico Mayor of Spain, the new
head of Unesco. At a reception in his honor at the
Natignal Academy of Sciences in Washington, 0.C., he
said that the MAB program wauid be his highest priority
in the Science Sector of Unesco.

InJune the U.S. MAB National Committee will decide
on funding for research proposals. Recent MAB devel-
gpments include the following:

Scuthern Appalachians Agreement. A draft inter-
agency agreement for establishing and operating a
Scuthern Appalachian Man and the Biosphere Cooper-
ative (SAMAB) is m final review: signing is expected this
summer. The agencies involved are the National Park
Service. Fish and Wildlife Service, Forest Service, Ten-
nessee Valley Autherity. Economic Development
Administration, U.S. Bepartment of Energy. and the
Appalachian Regional Commission. The purpose 1s to
cooperate gn a wide range of scientific. educational. and
demonstratior activities which foster better resource
management and ecologically scund economic devel
opment in the Southern Appatachia~ region. At a meet-
ing March 28-29 in Gatlinburg, Tenn . agency represen-
tatives aiscussea creation and funaing of a MAB o*ice.
and recommended as the * rst research project aevelop-
ment 0 a regionwide classification of ecosystems and a
geographic information system. The proposalis awaiting
action on funding by the U.S. MAB National Comm tee.
Wiison Crumpacser {University of Coloraao) 1s the prin-
cipal nvestigator and Peter White (University of North
Carolna) the convestigator.

Ozark Highlands Biosphere Reserve. A managers’
workshop neid on March 30 consioered creation of an
Ozark High.ands BR centered on the watersheds of the
Buffaw River in Arkansas and tne Current-Jacks Fork
rversin Missourt. with possible satellite sites elsewnere,
Animportant resource 1ssue here is the reiation detween
lana use and water guadty of the river systems, much of






