
Water Resources Division 
Nancy Hoefs, a graduate student assistant in the NPS 

Water Resources Division at Fort Collins, is coordinating 
application of an Index of Biological Integrity (IBI), which 
measures the health of an aquatic ecosystem in terms of 
its fish community. A test of the Index now underway 
involves the Missouri Department of Conservation, the 
NPSJWRD, and Ozark National River. The Index is seen 
as one potential tool that could be applied to NPS river 
systems on a Servicewide basis, allowing scientific rigor 
to the newly mandated Resource Inventory and Monitor­
ing effort while at the same time being interpretable to 
resource management concerns. Results of the re­
search will prov1de Ozarks NR with an evaluation of its 
fish commun1ty and will provide NPS with experience 



and a protocol for application of the 181 in other park 
units. 


