
If global reforestation could be increased by the year 
2000 by an area nearly twice the size of Texas, not only 
would the world's supply of wood for fuel and industry be 
sustainable, but watersheds and highly erodable, wind· 
prone areas would be stabilized. All this according to 
Sandra Postel and Lori Heise of Worldwatch Institute, 
whose report, Reforesting the Earth, was published in 
mid-April. 

Rough calculations presented by Heise and Postel 
suggest that preserving tropical forests and planting 
new trees could significantly slow the C02 buildup that 
threatens to overheat the earth. Adding 120 million hec­
tares of forest cover would store about 780 million tons of 
carbon annually. Simply by halving the deforestation 
going on in Brazil, Indonesia. Colombia and Code 
d'lvoire would cut net annual carbon releases from tropi· 



cal forests by more than 20 percent, the report states, 
and could buy the world time to wean itself from an 
addiction to fossil fuels. • •• 


