A new study released in late April by the New York
City-based Environmental Defense Fund claims that
acid deposition is second only to fertilizer runoff as a
source of nitrogen pollution in Chesapeake Bay - the
largest spawning ground for East Coast fisheries from
Maine to North Carolina. Michael Oppenheimer. one of
the sluoy’s authors. notes that acid rain’s role in over-
loading the bay's waters has been large'y overiooked
Diane Fisher. who led the study, says, "Our analyses
show that acid rain is a significant problem in coastal
waters up and down the entire eastern seabcard.” Con-
trel of nitrogen oxides emissions - for electric power
plant and for motor vehicles —is the primary recommen-
dation. The report urges all governmental bodies lo
acknowledge acic rain’s contribution to the deteriorating
quality of East Coast waters and to work at reducing
nitregen from sources besides acid rain - especially
from sewage treatment plants and fertilizer and manure
storage.
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