
NPS and the Law 
The National Parks and Conservation Association's 

newest publication, Our Common Lands: Defending the 
National Parks, is a compilation of 18 essays by some of 
America's most noted legal scholars, examining the cur­
rent state of park protection law in the United States. 
From the NPS Organic Act to the Clean Air Act, the book 
describes where American environmental law has been 
both effective and ineffective in protecting national 
parks. 

Former Interior Secretary Stewart L. Udall has 
described the book as "First rate ... invaluable. This 
superb book contains all the elements of a battle plan to 
preserve the national parks." 

The book will be reviewed in the Spring issue of Park 
Science by Ray Herrmann, Chief of the Water 
Resources Division's Branch of Applied Research. 


