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“Keep a green tree in your heart and perhaps the
singing hird will come.”

With this Chinese proverb, Virgin Islands Birdlite, by
Roland H. Wauer, opens a book on the avian world of
these Caribbean islands.

The 35-page, iliustrated booklet describes the five
bird communities of the Virgin Islands - ocean/bay, wet-
land, dry forest, moist fores!, and developed areas. The
most common birds are discussed first, followed by a
chapter on enjoying and idenlifying, and another on
protecting, wild birds. A section on “The Virgin Islands
Connection” consicers the importance of these "winter-
ing grounds” for many of the U.S. migratory birds, espe-
cially the warblers. The appendices include a glossary
of V.I. bird names, a checklist, and useful references.

The book breaks new ground in collaboration batween
the University of the Virgin Islands and NPS. Waueris an
NPS research scientist stationed in the Virgin Islands.



