Proposed Migratory Bird Watch To Encompass
Research, Monitoring and Interpretation






be encouraged to exchange interpretive materials from
their park with others in the network. Additional inter-
pretive elements will include the production of a travel-
ing exhibit and slide fite on migratory bird conservation
issues, and the development of a “Kids Net” educa-
tional module on migratory birds in cooperation with
the National Geographic Society.

The final objective of the programis to foster interna-
tional cooperation by involving the participation of
parks in Canada and Latin America and the establish-
ment of complementary linkages through the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Initially we hope to have a repre-
sentative of a Canadian and Costa Rican park partici-
pate in an interpretive workshop on migratory bird
issues to be held at Gulf Islands in April 1989.

Ourgoalis to begin work in a representative network
of 10 U.S. parks, and one Canadian, and one Costa
Rican park in 1989. We have submitted a request for
start-up funding through the Washington Office. We
hope 1o highlight a fully operational program in 1992 as
part of formal ceremonies commemorating the Quin-
centennial of the Columbus landing. We anticipate par-
ticipation by National Auduban, the World Wildlite
Fund, National Geographic, and other organizations as
the program evolves. and hope to establish linkages to
additional parks and reserves in Canada and Latin
America.

Our objective is to demonstrate how a relatively
modest commitment of resources can be leveraged to
elevate awareness of critical conservation issues. We
have put together a packet of material on the program
including the funding proposals, a comprehensive
overview of the issue prepared by Dick Cunningham as
an interpreter's reference, and a questionnaire salicit-
ing interest and park-specific information. We would
welcome your comments, ideas, and especially your
participation. Please contact us if you are interested
and would like more information.

Simons, (601) 875-9057 is Research Biologist at
Gulf Isfand’s National Seashore; Peine (615) 436-7120,
is Research Administrator at Great Smoky Mountains
NE and Cunningham (FTS 556-3184) is Chief Inter-
preter for the NPS Western Region.



