





occurred on only 16 days (25%). Unsafe fiying condi-
tions (weather) forced shutdowns on 20 days;
weekends-holidays, logistical delays, and conflicting
ranger or helicopter duties (e.g., search and rescue})
shutdown cperations on another 29 days. Such prob-
lerns suggest a rather limited “window of opportunity”
for goat captures during even the most optimal period
of the year.

Over 1,500 staff workhours were required to plan
and capture 80 animals, or about 19 hours per goat.
Each capture required approximately 0.9 hours of heli-
copter flight ime. Total park costs {personnel, aircraft,
drug supplies, etc.) were at least 368,000, or = $850
per goat.

A critique of the capture operations suggested a
number of relatively minor planning and equipment
changes that could assistin future efforts. Allin all, the
program was considered a successful step in a direc-
tion consistent with the National Park missicn.
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