How about a bacterium that lives with and “fixes” nitro-
gen for certain plants, but uses the sun’s energy
instead of the plant's to survive?!?

The discovery highlights nature’s unexplored biolog-
ical diversity, according to Ralph W.F. Hardy, president
of the Ithaca, NY-based Boyce Thompson institute for
Plant Research where the scientific research was
done.

Other photosynthetic nitrogen-fixing bacteria are
known to exist, Hardy said, but these are the first
known to form symbiotic relationships with leqguminous
plants - a family inctuding soybeans. aifalfa and pea-
nuts. Hardy suggests that the discovery couid some
day be used to increase the yield of these crops. The
story is highlighted in Science News. Vol. 135, p. 36.

#

EX S



