
Robert M. Pyle of Grays Harbor, Wash., author of the 
Audubon Society's Field Guide to North American 
Butterflies and Handbook for Butterfly Watchers, has 
come out with a new book, Wintergreen: Rambles in a 
Ravaged Land. This profile of the debilitating effects of 
logging in the Willapa Hills of southwest Washington 
was awarded the prestigious John Burrough's medal 
for distinguished efforts in conservation. 

In the late 1970s, Pyle helped establish a program of 
both farming and habitat preservation for butterflies in 
Papua, New Guinea- the world's second largest island 
and home to many rare species of butterflies. including 
a giant birdwing butterfly whose wing span is nearly a 
foot. Pyle is presently chairman of the Monarch Pro­
ject, an effort to save that butterfly's wintering grounds 
in Mexico and Southern California. He is founder of the 
Xerxes Society, a national butterfly conservation group 
now headquartered in Portland, Ore . 
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