
Christine Schonewald-Cox, NPS Research Scien­
tist at the U/Cal Davis Cooperative Park Studies Unit, is 
the author of "Boundaries in the Protection of Nature 
Reserves." carried recently in BioScience, Vol. 38 No. 
7, pp. 480-486. The boundary model she describes 
"suggests that management pay close attention to 
localized breakdown (biological leakage points) either 
in filter of protection or to sites where gradients of 
change across the generated edge are so steep and 
narrow that localized collapse of protection is likely." 

Enforcement of respect for buffer regions around 
nature reserves can encourage obedience, she notes, 
but the buffer region concept "should be pushed fur­
ther to make the buffer (or experimental) areas strongly 
reflect the spatial, natural, and cultural (including eco­
nomic) heterogeneity along the boundary's length." 


