A 6300-square foot traveling exhibit entitled “Tropi-
cal Rainforests: A Disappearing Treasure” is opening a
four-year nationwide tour March 12 in Portiand, Ore. -
offering an opportunity for visitors actually 1o experi-
ence such a rainforest. Organized by the Smithsonian
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service {S!TES) in
cooperation with the World Wildlife Fund, the exhibit
educates the public to the dangers of deforestation of
the world's tropical rainforests and presents solutions
to the problem.

Digramas, photo murals, back-lit transparencies,
video stations, interactive devices, models, eth-
nographic objects and scientific specimens - all are
used to involve visitors in the drama and beauty of the
world’s jungles, as well as the specter of destruction. It
teaches the visitor about the fragility of tropical forest
ecosystems and why it is necessary to maintain their
enormous biclogical diversity.

The exhibition will remain in Portland through June
4, 1989 and is scheduled for 13 other cities over the
ensuing four years.



