
Monitoring Protocols 
Documented in Handbooks 

In October, 1988, a team of 32 research scientists 
and park managers, under the direction of Nancy 
Ehorn, Gary Davis, and Bill Halvorson, completed a 
comprehensive set of natural resource monitoring 
handbooks for Channel Islands NP. Ten handbooks 
and an overview document formalize the population 
dynamics monitoring protocols used in the park. Each 
handbook describes detailed procedures for sampling, 
data management, and reporting information on a dis­
crete resource category, such as sea birds, terrestrial 
vegetation, or kelp forests. 

The design of this program may serve as a model for 
other parks. Production of the handbooks was made 
possible by funding from the WASO Inventory and 
Monitoring Initiative administered by AI Greene in the 
Office of the Senior Scientist. Copies of the overview, 
entitled " Inventory and Monitoring of Natural 
Resources in Channel Islands National Park, Califor­
nia" were sent to 150 parks, CPSUs, and central 
offices. 


