


fram ground surface to a two-foot depth in the sail
profile.

{2) Significantly elevated concentrations cf Ba and
Crwere found in the mud and water samples coliected
from a small pond on the north edge of the airstrip.
several hundred feet east of the mud pile . .. possibly
due to leachate fiow from the waste site or from used
driling muds disposed of in that area.

{3) All vegetaticn samples from the site showed
levels of Ba and Cr higher than background concenira-
tions. There was no correlation between distance from
the site up to 75 feet and metal concentrations in the
plants. Also. there was no distinction between metals
incarporatedin the plant tissues and metals present or
the plants.

4 Srnall fish taken within 200 feet of the waste pile
ii.e. sticklebacks) showed elevated levels of Ba (3.1ug/
g). Fish collected in outiet rivers from Malaspina Lake.
about 0.5 t0 0.75 miles from the waste site. showed Ba
and Cr levels consistent with control samples.

{5) Mollusks (fresh water mussels) coffected in a
lake about 250 feet from the waste pile showed Ba
concentrations of 120 ug/g in the tissues. More mollusk
samples at control sites need anzlysis for comparisaon.

Results clearly indicate that Ba and Cr are affecting
the water, soil. vegetation. and some aquatic life in the
area around the waste pile. However. except for the
pand which is more than 500 feet away, the affected
area appears to be confined to within about 250 feet of
the waste sile.

As per EPA recommendations, Wrangel-St. Elias
NP&P will continue monitoring and pursue cleanup of
the waste site. Additional sampling and analysis will
enable us to map more precisely the areas affected
and any other sources of contamination (i.e. used
drilling mud).

Cevelopment of a long term groundwater monitoring
program, including installation of monitoring wells and
collection and analysis of groundwater samples. will be
followed by preparation of a feasibility plan for alterna-
tive cleanup options. Once a specific option emerges,
detailed specs and a site salety plan wilt be drafted
and funding will be sought.

Law js a Hazardous Waste Technician with
Wrangell-Gt. Elias NP&P.



