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The new regional MAB programs, such as the 

Southern Appalachian (SAMAB) Program, (see p. 19) 
represent an exciting development in the evolution of 
Man and the Biosphere. This approach ideally will 
integrate resource preservation interests of the core 
area of Biosphere Reserves with the surrounding 
areas, which usually are devoted to a variety of land 
uses including recreation and development. The 
regional approach provides a framework for coopera­
tion among different agencies, states, communities, 
individuals, and, in certain cases, different countries. 

I see this development as very similar to the 
approach that has been used successfully in the 
National Park Service's river conservation programs 
over the past 10 years. In both Congressionally man­
dated Wild and Scenic Rivers studies and in the state 
and local river conservation technical assistance pro­
grams, the North Atlantic and Mid-Atlantic Regions 
have been using cooperative strategies to further river 
conservation. Successful projects such as the Wildcat 
Brook Wild and Scenic River Study (conducted by 
NAR), illustrate how effective this cooperative 
approach can be for marshalling public support and 
obtaining longterm commitments to resource conser­
vation from a variety of organizations. 

A similar strategy of community involvement and 
cooperation is currently underway as part of the Gen­
eral Management Plan for Acadia NP and at Get­
tysburg National Military Park. Progress on these 
projects indicates this approach is proving successful. 

Given the potential these projects have for providing 
guidance to the new reg1onal MAB programs, as well 
as to parks dealing with external threats, NPS could 
benefit from evalualing this experience, making this 
information available throughout the Service, and 
institutionalizing this approach in NPS planning gUide­
lines. This opportunity to learn from expenence in NPS 
programs should not be m1ssed1 
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