Superintendent’s Corner '

Deraware Water Gap National Recreation Area is 4
£9.000 acre unit of tne Naticnal Parx Svstem receiving
over 2.5 miflion visits per year. Quidoar recreation
gpoortunilies anound. nciuding; canoeing. raiting,
fisning. nunting, fwking. and sightseaing These uses
are dgependent uoor the oreservation of a vanety of
outstanging Nationai resoJrces including: a segment
of the Appaiachian Trai. a unit of the Wid and Scenic
River System, geological features such as the Dela-
ware Water Gap, outstanding wildlife including a grow-
ing population of Bald Eagle, over 83 sites listed on the
National Regqister of Historic Places. and an abun-
dance of historic and prehistoric archeological sites.

The safety of the public and the protection of these
outstanding resources are entirely dependent upen
the behavior of wisitors and adjacent residents of the
area. In recent years we have undertaken a number of
social science studies to understand the backgrounds,
values, and motivations of different user groups within
the NRA. Tne information from this research is vitai for
us 10 defermine how best to communicate the impor-
tance of the resources within the NRA, the opportuni-
ties that exist for outstanding recreation, how 1o use the
NRA safely and, most importantly. how to use it with
care and respect.

Projects such as an appropnate river recreation use
study. a hunter sJrvey. and tne Visitor Services Proiect
Survey have al contributea significanty to our man-
agement decisions and planning. 1t is tme, nowever, 19
reguianize our approach ¢ understanding tne park
visitor. We need to take stock of tne data we nave
collected and where studies stiil need 1o be under-
taxen, Equally imporiant, we need 1o understand
ciearly where these types of efforts cannot significantly
assist us.

During FY90 we are undertaking the develcpment of
a sociai science research pian for the NRA in coopera-
tion with Dr. Gary Machlis With funaing resources
aiways scarce. and given the mexact nature of soctal
science. it is critical to have a comprehensive and
carefully considered approach to this research.

Major and continuing efforts to understand cur visi-
tors are fang overdue in the National Park Service, We
can il afford to employ the social sciences without a
carefully considered and long-term commitment. We
hope that a social science research plan will be the
vehicle to accomplish this abjective.

Richard G. Ring, Superintendent
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area
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