The Perdido Key unit of the Florida district of Gulf
Islands NS has experienced severe erosion over the
past century due to the effects of channel dredging to
maintain Pensacola harbor. An effort to restore the
losses, which have amounted to 25 percent of the
upland area over the past 20 years, will begin in
November. An estimated 5 million cubic yards of sand
will be pumped along 5 miles of beach during the next
round of channel dredging this winter. About 500 feet of
new beach will be created, restoring the area to its
approximate dimensions three decades ago.

The U.S. Navy is funding a 1.2 million dollar, 5-year
manitoring program to assess the effects of the project
on the island’s vegetation, benthic communities,
endangered beach mice. shorebirds, and physical pro-
cesses. A team of NPS scientists and resource man-
agers, and cooperating researchers from the Univer-
sity of Florida, the University of West Florida, and the
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory has been assembled
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to conduct studies to evaluate the beach nourishment
project.



