
Speaking of hosts ... Shenandoah NP has been 
playing reluctant host to several billion gypsy moths 
and their voracious progeny. Advancing from the north, 
the gypsy moth caterpillars defoliated approximately 
7,000 acres of the 196,000 acre park in 1987, 16,000 
acres in 1988, and 25,000 acres in 1989. Only devel­
oped zones within the park are being treated. The park 
is participating in the Appalachian Integrated Pest 
Management program with the Forest Service and the 
states of Virginia and West Virginia to monitor the 
effects and progress of the advancing gypsy moth front 
and to investigate new technologies for the moths' 
control. Shenandoah's advice to Blue Ridge Parkway 
and Great Smoky Mountains: Gear up now ... they're 
on their way! 


