
Predator-Prey Relationships of the Great Gray Owl 
in Yosemite NP is the title of 86-page Tech. Report 
#35, published in August 1989 by the U/Cal Davis 
NPS/CPSU. The author, Mason Edward Reid, studied 
the hunting methods and influence of prey populations 
on the owl's diet and productivity. Pocket gophers and 
voles made up over 90 percent of the prey biomass 
found in pellets. It was felt that the gophers raised the 
owl's mean prey weight substantially over that of owls 
in Europe, where gophers are not found. Yosemite 
contains the southernmost population of Great Grey 
Owls in the world and thus probably presents its owl 
population with more constraining factors than are 
found in other areas where the Great Grays occur. 


