On July 24. 1989, the USFWS placed the Mchave
Desert Tortoise under emergency protection as an
endangered species. The emergency designation,
which lasts 8 months, was necessary because of the
spread of a respiratory disease throughout the tortoise
populations in Southern California. Southern Nevada,
and Southern Utah. These disease outbreaks have the
ability to decimate adults in breeding poputations and
some populations have been reduced by half during
the past four years. All NPS sites where the torfoise
may be present must conduct biological assessments.
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