
In Situ Conservation 
A 40-page book, Plant Genetic Resources: 

Their Conservation in situ for Human Use, 
published by and available from the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(4611F, Assembly Drive, Lanham, MD 20706) 
describes the values of plant genetic 
resources and their natural habitats and the 
problems that are caused, now and for future 
generations, as we continue to lose these 
resources. 

It focuses especially on the need to con· 
serve plant genetic resources in situ, that is, in 
their natural habitats and examines genetic 
diversity at ecosystem, species, population, 
and gene levels. The guidelines given lor 
action have been developed keeping in mind 
the importance of conserving diversity at all 
these· levels. 


