
Will clouds prevent or promote a drastic global 
warming? asks a headline in the August12, 1989 issue 
of Science News. 

"Some studies suggest," writes Richard Mon­
astersky, "that if the number of stratocumulous clouds 
over the ocean grows by 4 percent, the increase could 
compensate for a doubling in atmospheric carbon 
dioxide - saving the planet from a potentially disas­
trous temperature hike of 1.5 degrees C. to 5.5 C. over 
the next half-century. On the other hand, an increase in 
another cloud type -the high, ice-filled cirrus clouds­
would add to the greenhouse effect." 
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