
An article by Tom Bonnicksen in the July/August 
issue of American Forests titled "Fire gods and federal 
policy" severely criticizes NPS fire policy and manage­
ment as "anti-scientific-management" where parks 
are "quasi-religious sanctuaries where Mother Nature 
resides and rules." Bonnicksen, who mysteriously can­
celled commitments to speak at the recent fire con­
ferences in Bozeman and Tallahassee, fails to give the 
slightest credit to the Park Service for its widely 
respected programs of fire management and research. 
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