
A study involving 85 patients with antibodies to the 
Lyme disease-causing bacterium in their blood, offers 
the first direct evidence that such active bacteria in the 
central nervous system can trigger a brain disorder 
that results in cognitive and memory deficits observed 
in many Lyme disease patients. The study, reported in 
the June 24, 1989 Science News (p. 390), found that 
many of the study subjects diagnosed with the brain 
disorder harbored the antibodies in their spinal fluid as 
well as in their blood. The patients' symptoms 
improved greatly after antibiotic treatment -
suggesting strongly that produces "very specific pat­
terns" rather than "everything under the sun" as has 
been a prevalent notion heretofore, according to study 
leader John J. Halperin, a neurologist at the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. 
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