
From the June 1989 issue of Earthwatch magazine 
comes this quote, part of an article entitled "Fire of 
Life" by Mrilllngram: 

Studies of Yellowstone tree rings show that major 
fires like last summer's have burned through the 
forests once every 200 to 400 years. Other stud· 
ies show that 25 years after a burn, lodgepole 
stands show a three-fold increase in species of 
birds, small mammals, and ground plants. "Every 
scientist I've talked to has pretty much shared the 
opinion that these fires are natural and that they 
have happened in the past," says geologist James 
Schmitt of the 1988 fire. Schmitt, who is running an 
Earthwatch project studying tree rings this sum· 
mer in Yellowstone, coordinated a meeting of 120 
researchers interested in the park and the fire. In 
his book Fire in America, Stephen J. Pyne wrote: 
"Wildland fire is part of a dynamic equilibrium 
between the production and decomposition of bio· 
mass. Its function is to recycle ... For landscapes 
like North America, as Stephen Spurr and Burton 
Barnes aHirm in their book Fire Ecology, 'fire is the 
dominant fact of history.' " . 
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