
Another water quality issue which threatened Rat­
tlesnake Springs, the main source for Carlsbad Cav­
erns NP, has been resolved by a geohydrologic study 
by Dr. Make Richard of U/CO. The springs were threat­
ened by a pollution plume emanating from nearby nat­
ural gas injection wells and an underground liquified 
gas storage reservoir. The study showed that repairs of 
the leaks in the injection wells' casings stopped the 
problem and the springs have not been impacted. A 
monitoring program is being established as well as 
interactions with El Paso Natural Gas Co., which man­
ages the facilities. 


