
Ray Herrmann recently returned from a month in the 
Soviet Union where he was involved in joint field stud­
ies at the Oka Reserve about 300 km southeast of 
Moscow. The purpose of this cooperative US/USSR 
effort was to compare and agree upon data collection 
methods for use in long-term ecological observations. 
US participants, including Dave Graber of NPS, 
Lindsay Boring of the University of Georgia, and 
Robert Pierce of USFS, Hubbard Brook Experiment 
Forest, shared thoughts and discussions both theoreti­
cal and practical about theories of biodiversity, land­
scape diversity, forest stand dynamics, soils hydrology, 
and climate. 

Two tasks set for this change were (1) to develop and 
calibrate a "system of measures of biodiversity" to 
provide for baseline monitoring and to provide for com­
parison of ecosystems using the Oka Reserve as an 
example; and (2) to develop recommended plans for 
monitoring ecosystem change in Biosphere Reserves. 
While at the Oka Reserve the American Soviet scien­
tists accomplished task 1 and made good progress 
towards fulfilling task 2. 


