Amphibian decline -

A panel of experts has confirmed what biok-

gists have been waming for some time: There
is convincing evidence that frogs, toads and
salamanders are rapidly declining around the
world. .
Bui the panel, convened by the national
Research Counci, a non-profit group that
advises the government on scientific matiers,
said there was no evidence the declines are
caused by a single factar such as acid rain or
increased ultraviglet light. Rather, the animals
are disappearing because of wide-spread
destruction of habitat.

The research council called on the 22 scien-
tists 1o assess the question of amphibians’
decline in the wake of numerous anecdotal
reports, and among the conclusions was that
many species inwestern North America are on
the wane, even in natwe preserves where
there is no apparent human intrusion.

The panei issued a world-wide emergency
warning and calfed for short-term studies to
assess the problem befare convening a larger
meeting of scientists from around the world.

Compiled from staff and wire reports for The
Oregonian, Feb. 22, 1990.



