
Excerpts from an essay by Wendell Berry, "Taking 
Nature's Measure," appear in Harper's, March 1990, 
under "Readings." Berry suggests that our dealings 
with nature should be in the form of a dialogue rather 
than the monologue we have conducted for the most 
part. We would ask what nature would be doing if we 
weren't there, what nature will permit, without harm to 
the place and its natural and human neighbors, and 
what nature would help us do there. 

The essay is from a collection titled What Are People 
For? to be published in April by North Point Press, 
Berkeley, CA. 
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