
Problems in federal government computer software 
development and regulation, investigated by a sub­
committee of the U.S. House Committee on Science. 
Space, and Technology (report available from the Gov­
ernment Printing Office in D.C., Sept. 1989) places 
most of the blame on the federal procurement system, 
according to M. Mitchell Waldrop in the Nov. 10, 1989 
issue of Science. Subcommitte staffer James Paul, 
who spent two years working on the report, told Sci­
ence: "The federal procurement system is like a soft­
ware system with bugs. Every time it's broken down, 
somebody has patched it. But keeping it together is 
getting harder and harder and costing more money .. " 
The government, he said, requires "a legally binding 
contract specifying in excruciating detail exactly how 
the system will look at delivery some years hence." The 
whole procurement culture, he concludes, is now at the 
point where an experienced software engineer would 
simply throw up his hands and say "Hey: Let's toss this 
out and start over." 


