


equilibnum” systems, The Americans were anxious to
include biotic structural and iemporal diversity dimen-
sions. Where the Soviets saw distinct communities
composed of species with a common ecological his-
tory. we saw environmental gradients producing a con-
tinually changing array of species over space and time,
We were particularly impressed by one site along the
transect where a tornado had ripped out the ofd stand
of oaks. providing an important gap for the invasion of
ather species; and another site where beaver cutting
and flooding had converted an aspen forest 10 birch
and pine. All along the transect. minor differences in
relief and underlying near-surface groundwater pro-
duced dramatic and suoden transitions in vegetalion.
We gradually concluded that both approaches are
complementary. and together yield important param-
eters of biological diversity.

Of course. although we were truly in the boondocks,
the sensation of a Soviet society in abrupt transition. a
revolution. was pervasive. Qur hosts were candid in
therr discussions of Soviet politics and social problems.
No ane cared what we looked at or photographed. or
said. Qur conversations took on an added significance
since we all knew a sociaf revolution was occurring all
around us. One memgrable evening an intense argu-
ment accurred among the Russians over whether the
awful condition of Russian highways was a conse-
quence of the Communist government or intrinsic to
the Russian character. The terrible bind of a highly
sophisticated culture with a non-functioning economy
- where there simply 15 no money for scientific tools or
for social amenities - is intensely frustrating.

It is most important that those managing and con-
serving nature reserves around the world find common
currencies for comparison. “Biological diversity.”
although an abstraction. can be defined quantitatively
within a watershed context and along a variety of axes,
The waork at Cka, and future such joint ventures, will
help us select which parameters are most useful for
conservaton.
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