
Ridenour Orders Review of 
NPS Science & Research 
NPS Director James Ridenour has ordered a 

sweeping review of NPS science and research 
programs to ensure that they are responsive to 
natural resource management needs now and 
in the future. He identified scientific research 
as a major NPS initiative in the 1990s and 
announced that the review would be carried 
out by the National Research Council, the prin­
cipal operating agency of the National Acad­
emy of Sciences. 

The study, which will take approximately 18 
months to complete, will examine the current 
programs and make recommendations in four 
areas· 

{1) A strategy for identifying and verifying 
suspected dangers to park natural resources; 

(2) A balance 1n the types of research pro­
grams needed across disciplines and between 
those directed at immediate vs. long-range 
goals; 

(3) An administrative framework that would 
effectively implement the research programs 
at national, regional, and park levels, and 

(4) A mechanism for implementing results 
through an effective relationship between NPS 
science programs and resource management 
planning and decision-making. 


