


The concept of sustainable development was explored
as a means of managing our glebal environment. Simply
staled. sustainable development is management of
resources o meel a society’s current needs (at some
reasonable level of fife quality) without compromising the
resources of future people. Some shortterm environmen-
lal degradation may occur while a given society reaches
that minimum standard of fiving befare we {citizens of the
richest country on earth) can expect fult international co-
operation in panning giobal environmental management
strategies. Inthe shart term, however, we can set a better
example in the US. show leadership in helping other
countnes achieve sustainable development, and share
research and technology with developing counines.

Dr. Thomas E. Lovejoy, Assistant Secretary for Exter-
nal Affairs of the Smithsonian Institute, chairman of the
US MAB Program. and a member of bath the President’s
Executive Committee of the International Council of Sci-
entific Unions and the Scientific Committee on Problems
of the Environmenl. spoke last. He summarized current
international efforts 1o detect and predict impacts of
global change on biological diversity and then discussed
why such efforts seemed only a token gesture on the part
of past Administrations. the scientific community, and
society. Why aren’t we fully controlling CFC production?
Why do we purchase preducts packaged in excessive,
non-biodgradable containers? Why is the scientific com-
munily so fearful of taking a pro-active stance on environ-
mental issues?

Dr. Lovejoy's presentation was delivered in a humble,
almost depression-laden tone. He touched upon several
of the preceding speakers’ topics. concluding that “we
don'tknow very much. we re doing very little with what we
do know, and t's time to get angry.”

The two-day symposium ended. The crowd left the
auditarium. The speakers left Davis, presumably to
speak at other symposia or to go home and carry onheir
important work. | left feeling more informed. more
inspired to champion the cause. Perhaps it was because |
was starting to get angry.



