“Influences of Adjacent Forest Management Activities
on Migratory Elk of Mount Rainier NP™ is the title of a new
publication from the NPS/CPSU at OR-St:U. Authors Ed
Starkey and Kurt Jenkins nvestigated the reasons for
ncreased elx population in the northeastern portion of
Mount Raimer NP as they relaled to past and future
influences of forest management activities. They con-
cluded that. although rapia fiquidation of old-growth for-
ests improved forage conditions for elk temperartly. sec-
ondary forest succession resultng from harvest has
now ciminished forage supplies wioely and forage
valugs are expected to decline further until regenerating
second-growth Douglas-fir stands again reach har-
vestable age in the early 21st century. Alsc. they noteg.
elimination of mature forests used by elk aurng severe
winters may result in elk maortaiity that would limit popu-
lation numbers to below carrying capacity

For copies of the 70-page report. contact the CPSU.
Qregon State Univ.. Peavy Hall, Corvallis. OR 97331.



