
Rocky Mountain 
Canyonlands and Arches NPs have been experienc­

ing drought for the last two years. Data gathered 
through the parks' ongoing I&M program document 
declines in vascular plant cover and frequency (total 
cover, shrub cover, grass cover, and forb cover) last 
year. as well as a decline in small mammal populations. 
This year a further dramalic decline in both vegetative 
cover (all categories) and small mammal populations 
has been accompanied by a severe drop in raptor 
nesting success. Numbers of individuals and species 
of migratory birds have dropped as well. 


