
In the April issue of Harpers, the Forum section is 
titled "Only Man's Presence Can Save Nature: Toward 
an Understanding of the Environment." In it, Frederick 
Turner (Founders Professor of Arts and Humanities. 
UfTX, Dallas) argues: 

" ... the fundamental tendency of evolution from the 
big bang to the higher animals .. . is a tendency toward 
greater reflexivity, greater open-endedness, greater 
complexity, and greater 'encephalization · - that is, a 
larger proportion of nervous tissue. Evolution in pre­
living chemical systems occurs slowly and has no way 
of changing itself. Sexually reproducing life can record 
itself and then reshuffle and recombine the recordings. 
It can improve itself; that is evolution. Then you have 
organisms that thrive in societies. which is just another, 
perhaps more sophisticated, way of passing on infor­
mation to another generation. Nature has had this ten­
dency toward increasingly more complex ways of pass­
ing on information from the big bang all the way up. 
Humankind is what nature has been trying, all these 
millenia, 'to be·:· 
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