The American Museum of Natural History in New
York City has joined forces with two conservaticn and
research organizations in an effort to save the world's
endangered turtles. with Michael Klemens of the
Museum's Department of Herpetology and Ichthyol-
ogy as program director. The Museum will work with
the World Conservation Union (IUCN} and Durrell
Institute of Conservation and Ecology in Canterbury,
Engiand, to implement conservation projects for more
than 100 species of fresh-water turtles and tortoises on
& continents. Of the 350 species of fresh-water turtles
and land tortaises. a thirc are in need of conservation
aftention. The Museum, as a research center. will bring
to the project the baseline scientific data that makes
both a study of dynamic ecosystems and conservation
projects of this kind effective, according to Michael
Novack, dean of science at the Museum. The New York
Times Environment section carried in its March 13.
1990 edition. an extensive story of the "plight of turtles™
ang the Museum's efforts to reverse the decline.

*



