In laboratory experiments performed on gravei
refrieved from Alaska’s Prince Willam Sound after the
Exxon Vaidez spill, a biodegradable surfactant containing
a soap-like material secreted by Pseudomonas
aeruginosa bacteria removed three times the amount of
oil washed away by plain warm water - the mathod com-
monly used by cleanup crews there. Steven Harvey of the
U.S. Army Chemical Research. Development and Engin-
eering Centerin Aberdeen, MD and his co-workers report
the findings in the March 1990 Bio/Techinclogy.



