A proposal currently in the progess of fulfiliment would
result in the world's largest nature reserve - the Chang
Tang Reserve in Tibet - eventually encompassing
150.000 square miles of cold. wind-swept plain popu-
lated with scores of birds. plants and animals found
nowhere else on Earth, According to George Schaller,
an American biologist wha has explored the region and
helped negotiate preliminary agreements signed in Jan-
uary. this almost unexplored place “survives intact”
much as it was a century ago. Schaller, a leading widlife
biotogist, has done pioneering studies on gorillas,
pandas, snow leopards, and other endangered animals.
When he returned in late January from Chang Tang (the
Tibetan words fer "northern plain”). Schaller brought
with him an agreement with the Tibelan Envircnmental
Protection Agency that sets aside an original area of
100.000 square mites — about the size of the state of
Colorado - and outlines steps toward establishing the
reserve and proposed additions in adjoining provinces
that would increase it by half again. Research will be



conducted with the Tibet Institute of Plateau Biology.
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