


15 derived from an interest in protecting the uniqueness
of the maritime forest, it s self defeating from z fire
prevention standpoint. The resources it strives ta pro-
tect w Il be destroyed in the event of a wildfire, At Cape
Hatteras a 170 unit subdivision, which is located imme-
diately adjacent to the park boundary, is being devel-
oped under a county ordinance which prohibits
removal of any vegetation beyond 30 percent of the lot
area {roughly the amount necessary to buiid the struc-
ture. no more). The justification for this code is protec-
tion of the freshwater aquifer from excessive runoff
This same subdivision is being buitt under building
codes which reguire “low visual impact”, highly flamm-
able, matural building malerials. Hazard fuels were not
considered when the ordinances were developed, so
the design of the subdivisicns considers only the
impact of the new housing on the natural ecosystems
and does not consider potential impact of adjoining
wildlands on the housing. Future plans shouid consider
both elements, thereby avoiding conflicts between
hurnan communities and park resource management
programs.

Evaluation of the wildland/urban interface at Buxton
Woads suggests that further research and managerial
experimentation on maintaining fuel breaks is desir-
able. Use of fire resistant vegetation or vegelation con-
version (o iow fuel plant communities, for example. are
options which have rarely been employed in nationat
parks. This approach can encourage natural succes-
sion of native fire resistant vegetation, such as live oak,
or their use in landscaping applications. This may be a
very valuable option around residences and park his-
toric structures where removal of vegetation using

either mechanical means or prescribed burning may
be undesirable. This treatment may also be viewed. by
county planning boards and other officials. as a suit-
able compromise in situations where runoff and water-
shed protection are primary consideraticns. Vegeta-
tion conversion or establishment of fuel breaks of
adequate width to protect structures and develop-
ments exterior to the parks may, however, effect witd|ife
movernents or habital use. More information is needed
on optimal strategies for boundary management.

Parks interested in obtaining information or training
materials on the wildland/urban interface should con-
tact: NPFA (Naticnal Fire Protection Association), Bat-
terymarch Park. Quincy. MA 02268.

Available publicatiens are: Protecting Your Home
From Wildfire, a handout booklet for distribution to
homeowners; Wildland Fire Management Briefings:
Wildfire Strikes Home, Newsletter; Wildfire Strikes
Home. Annual Report; and People and Fire at the
wildlandurban interface (a sourcebook).

Contact; Bill Baden (wildland urban interface spe-
cialist) 617-770-3000. ext. 7484.

Avallable videos are: Wildland Fire Strikes Home,
discusses the 1985 fire season, the worst in history for
the wildland:urban interface: Wildland Fires Sateliite
Broadcast, looks at the 1987 wildfire season, details
ways to protect your home and methods for buitding
interagency cooperation.

Contact: Manuscriptions. 28 South Main St.. Suite
256, Randolph. MA 02368 - also available through
BIFC by spring. 1990.

Morlock is a Research Technician, Institute of Ecol-
ogy. University of Georgia, CPSU, Athens, GA.



