


time resistance becomes a concem.

Our monitoring the effectiveness of herbicide control
¢n loosestrife and associated native wetland vegeta-
tion within the park invalves permanent plots that are
rephotographed each year. Photographs were taken in
August 1988 prior to and after treatment and each
August thereafter at Kecs Kove and Rantas Bay.

Since August of 1988. we have sprayed all
loosestrife stands in the park and vicinity three times.
Although the areal exlent of the infestation is
unchanged. we have reduced the densily of plants by
95 percent in the park’s wetlands. The age structure of
these slands also has been altered dramatically.

Instead of flowering plants that are three to six years
old, the vast majority of flowering plants during the third
spraying were one year old, By spraying twice a sum-
mer. until the seed source is used up, we will be able to
prevent loosestrife from setting and disseminating any
seed in these infested areas. As loosestrife’s seed-
bank becomes exhausted. we should see a dramatic
reduction in the areal extent of the infestation, as well.

For more detailed information about our program. a
copy of the park’s Purple Loosestrite Cantrol Plan may
be had by calling {218) 283-9821 or FTS 780-5466.

Benedict is a Resource Management Specialist at
Yoyageurs NP,



