Northern Spotted Owl

Is Threatened

in June, 1990, the USFWS designated the
northern spotted owl a threatened species
throughout its range under provisions of the
Endangersd Species Act. The scientific basis for
this defermination is presented in a concise
repart prepared by a 5-person “listing team” of
USFWS biclogists (Andersan et al, 1990).
Briefly, the USFWS team examingd the habitat
rolationships, population dynamics, rates of hab-
ftat fragmentation, and the existing regulatory
mechanisms to protect the bird before recom-
mending threatened status. In one particularly
interesting comparison of owl occurrence and
reproductive performance they conclude that the
"... spotted owl habitat in protected areas [e.q.
wildemess areas and parks] is too fragmented,
isolated, and poor in qualtty to support a viable
population of northermn spotted owis.” These inde-
pandent analyses support and expand inter-
pretations on the stalus of the ow! made earlier
by the Inieragency Scientific Committee
{(Thomas et al, 1930}, They aiso underscore NP5
concerns that persistence of the birds in national
parks, particularly the mountain parks of Wash-
ington anc Oregon, may depend upon retaining
populations outsice.
Doug Houston, Research Biclogist
Pacific Northwest Region
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