Jonn Short. sail scientist at CUE. «s the PI for two
research projects studying the urban sails of the Wash-
ington Monument grounds. The firstpraject is designed
to physically and chemically charactenze these soils
and to evaluate taxonomc criteria proposed for use
wth them. Preliminary resuts indicate that. as
expected. the soils are highly compacted. have a vari-
able organic matter content. a relatively high pH. and
contain many contrasting layers of soil materials n a
single profile.

Short has intiated a project to characterize the soi
atmosphere of the Monument grounds soils. The com-
pacted nature of the soil adversely alters the soi
atmosphere ana therefore quantitative data about
these changes are needed. The methodelogy for
cbta ning samples has been selected and feld
sampling will begin soon.
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