
While the Northern spotted owl and the timber indus­
try square off against each other in the Pacific North­
west, a 3-pound rodent known as the Mt. Graham red 
squirrel is holding up construction on Mt. Graham of 
seven large telescopes- the dream of astronomers at 
the University of Arizona in Tucson in collaboration with 
the Vatican and the Max Planck Institute for Radi­
oastronomy in Bonn, Germany. The clarity of view and 
isolation from light pollution have prompted astrono­
mers to call Mt. Graham one of the premiere U.S. 
outposts for observing the heavens. 

According to a report in the July 7. 1990 issue of 
Science News, the General Accounting Office (GAO) 
has found "serious flaws" in a 1988 report by the 
USFWS, which concluded that Mt. Graham's Emerald 
Peak is one of two "reasonable and prudent" sites for 
the telescopes. Although GAO has recommended 
updating the report, confusion exists as to who can 
order such an update, under the Endangered Species 
Act. According to the Act. only the USFS can order 
such an update. Meanwhile, if delays continue, the 
University frets that its partners "may pull out." 
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