
Archeologist Robert S. Carr, who directs the non­
profit Archeological and Historical Conservancy in 
Miami, FL, told Science News (July 7, 1990) that the 
nearly 40 "earthworks" dotting the landscape of south­
ern Florida's interior may represent North America's 
earliest known fisheries. John Griffin, retired chief of 
the NPS Southeast Archaeological Center in Macon, 
GA, agrees with Carr's interpretation. 

The prehistoric network of circular canals and 
earthen mounds- most discovered by Carr since 1974 
-date to as early as 450 B.C. Others originated in the 
16th century. The carefully engineered structures indi­
cate that prehistoric hunter-gatherers inhabiting inland 
regions of southern Florida developed socially strat­
ified societies based on fish harvesting, according to 
Carr. An agricultural way of life generally is thought to 
be essential to the rise of social classes. but 
anthropologists have long noted that Indians along 
Florida's southern coast developed all the trappings of 
stratified societies although they hunted and fished 
instead of planting crops. Carr suggests that their 
social elite coordinated construction of fish harvesting 
sites. 
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