


steppe communities may depend on conditions that
ensure a high light environment by eliminating the
growth of trees. a circumstance likely to oceur if condi-
tions become drier. Steppe species might thrive under
these conditions because of their aridity tolerance. On
the cther hand. if conditions become more moist we
might expect the distribution of trees to expand. favor-
ing forest uncerstory species. Steppe species might
then lose the competitive battle for light as forest
encroaches onto south-facing bluffs.

These questions suggest that long-term manitoring
of arctic steppe communities, suppiemented by basic
research. may show them t¢ be useful barometers of
global climate change. As interest in that international
Issue grows, arctic steppe provides a tangible fink to
our Soviet neighbors and glacial past, a link that may
someday resultindesignation of the Yukon River bluffs
as part of an international park.
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