


of backeountry trips were in compliance with their per-
mit itinerary. Thus. in terms of permit itinerary informa-
ticn being valic indicatars of site-specific use informa-
tion. it should be recognized that there were sub-
stantial discrepancies between recorded and actual
use of the backcountry campsites.

The effect of noncompliance is animportant censid-
eration at Everglades. since designated campsites are
relatively small. When overnight users were asked if
they were bothered by campers who were not comply-
ing with the itinerary system. 10 percent responded
that they were bothered. Ancther item was directed at
respondents whao had reported sharing their site with
non-complying campers: the results indicated that
campers who deviated from the itinerary of their permit
can have a positive (3%). negative {11°), or neutral
(9% effect on other campers (percentages based
upon the complete sample of overnight users). Thus, in
terms of the sociological impact of permit non-
compliance, the proportion of overnight visitors who
were negatively affected by noncomplying campers
was about one-third the preportion ¢f noncomplying
campers.

Use of campsites by day visitors also was a concemn
and could be related to the amount and quality of
impacts. Cf the respondents who were day users, 27
percent reported that they stopped at a backcountry
campsite area and of those that stopped. 43 percent

reported that at least one personin their party used the
restroom facility on the site.

Backcountry User Study Conclusion

The recommendations from this study were based
upon the results of the study, the effectiveness of pol-
icles at analogue park areas. the collective profes-
sional judgments (as reparted in literature) of scholars
and land managers asscciated with outdoor recrea-
tion, and the authors’ past experiences and opinicns.
The suggested order of importance of the recommen-
dations was: (1) enhance and expand the diversity of
recreational experiences afforded by the park’s back-
country: (2) expand the number of designated sites
within close proximity to trailheads: (3) maintain the
current fixed itinerary system; (4} maintain and
improve backcountry trip planning facilities: (5) adopt
an advance reservation system for allocation of a por-
tion of user nights: (6) modify the pumping schedule for
sanitary facilities at heavity-used backcountry sites.
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