





Research on the prey populations is providing new
insights into the role of predators in ecosystems and
the effects of exotic herbivores on barrier islands. We
believe that, as more data become available from this
and other projects, biologists will be able to make
befter decisions on the managerent of this and other
large carnivares.

Simons is a research biologist and Weller a biolog-
ical technician at Gulf Isfands National Seashore;
Esherand Bradshaw are research biologists with Mis-
sissippi State University.
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