A Geographic Information Systems (GIS) open
house was heid Sept. 1, 1990, in the Regional office to
inform management and SWRO non-specialists of the
Region's progress in GIS and to demonsirate the two
GIS systems (EPPL7 and GRASS) being used. Sub-
stantial data bases are operational for Big Thicket, Big
Bend, Bandelier, and Padre Island. Data bases are
being formulated for Lake Meredith, Buffalo, Capulin
Voicano, El Malpais, and Hot Springs. The use of a
read-many write-many optical disk device has greatly
simplified storage and access of images and appears
to be the technology of the futura.
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